lU Comcatt Hiftorie of 

Por. The qualitic of mercy is notftraind. 

It dropperh as the gentle raine from heaves 
Upon the place beneath s it is twice bled. 

It blcffetb him that gives,and him that takes. 

Tis roightieftin the raightieft, it becomes 
The throned Monarch better then his Crowne. 

His feepter fhewes the force of tcmporall power* 
The attribute to awe and majeftie, 
iWherein doth fit the dread and feare of Kings ; 

But mercy w'above this feeptred fway, 

It is enthroned in the hearts ofKings, 

It issn attribute to God himfelfc ; 

And earthlyipower doth then fhewlilcefi gods, 
Whcumercyfcafbns juftice : therefore Jew, 
Though/ufticebe thy plea,confiderchis, 

That in the courfe of /uftice none of us 
Should fee falvation : we do pray: for mercy. 

And that fame prayer, doth teach us ail to render 
The deeds of mercy. I have fpokethris much 
To mittigate the jnftice of thv plfca. 

Which if thou folio w, this ft ri<ft Court of Venice 
Muft needs give fentence ’gainft the Merchant there. 

Shy. My deeds upon tnyhead^f crave the Law, 

The penalty and forfeicof my Bond: 

Tor. Is ho not able to difeharge the money ? 

Bajf. Yes, here I tender it for him in the Court, 

Y ea, twice the iumme if that will uot fufiice, 

I will be bound to pay it ten times ore 
On forfeit on my hands, my head, my heart; 

If this will not furfice,it muft appeare 

That malice bearcs down truth. And I befeech you 

Wreft once the Law to yoar authority, 

To do a great right, doa little wrong. 

And curbe this cruell Devill of his will. 

Por. It mu ft not be, there is no power in Venice 
Can alter a Decree cftablifhed : 

Twill be recorded for a precedent. 

And many an errour by the fame example 


the Merchant of Venice. 

Shy. Here ’tis tnoft reverend Doftor, hen. V™. 

Mr. Shy lock*, there's thrice thy money offer d due. 
Shy. An oach.an oath,I have an oath m heaven, 

Shall I lay perjury upon my foule ? 
flo . not for Venice. 

Tor. Why this Bond is forfeit, _ 

ZZm by this <h‘ Jew may ctame 

A pound of fle(h,cobeby him cut off, 

Neereftthe Nlerchmts heart : be mcrcifull, 

thy moneyed me teare the Boad. 

% Whenitispiid according to the tenure. 

It doth appeare you are a worthy Judge, 

S' termoft h £dTl^? you by the hut, 

ptS»HgenK».ibym,Kenw«*«. 

There is no power in the ton §^° f , raa 
To alter me, I ftay hereon my • 

<A»t . Moft heartily I do befeech the Court 

To give the judgement. 

Shy. oUejudgep excellent young man. 

Por. Tor the intent and purpofe of the Law 

Hath full relation to the penalty. 

Which here appeareth due upon the Bond, 

2? Tisvwy true : © wife and upright, udge, 

How much more elder art thou then thy looks ? 

Tor. Therefore lay bate your boiorae. 

lew. I, his breaft, . , . 

Sofsyes the Band, doth it not noble judg * 

Neercft his heart, thofe ate the very wor s. . 

Por, it is fo,arc there ballance hereto weigh theflelh 

■ lew, l have them ready. 


u 


